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Trish Loye
878 5920 pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz
John Tait
873 7977 johnphyl77@gmail.com

Greetings from the President ---Hibernation, or was it temporary migration?
Many of our members are fortunate to have excellent health
and the “where-with-all” to migrate to warmer climes during our
winter months.
This winter migration of humans is a worldwide phenomenon,
which makes an interesting study. In many ways we are like
migratory birds, flying off to the other side of the world as the
seasons change. Let your imagination conjure up what other
similarities we share with birds!
Back home especially in The Bay, winter is weaving her magic
with frosts to suppress bugs and stimulate many of our orchard
plants into fuller production next season. Many of our farm
animals are near the end of gestation. Come to think of it, so
are many humans as shown by our September birth rates.
So with the Winter Solstice behind, we can again celebrate the
changing season, perhaps with several nice meals around
warming fires with family and friends. There’s always time to
reflect on nature’s intricate patterns from the macro to the
micro.
So here’s a fitting saying .. “When you change the ways you
look at things, the things you look at change.” .. Dr Wayne
Dyer, psychologist and author.
I hope that you still enjoy the change of seasons.
Ross McLean, July 2017
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Our U3A Havelock North is now well into the year and all our groups are thriving
and well managed by our Conveners. We currently have 372 members, 27
Conveners and 33 groups offering various activities and interests on a weekly,
fortnightly, or monthly basis.
Here are some reports from just a selection of our groups:
MahJong Group - Janet Hood, Convener
The Mah Jong group grows from strength to strength and is very close to
capacity . - both in terms of tutoring and equipment,
We are fortunate in having the advice and organisation skills of Bernice
Barnett, who is unflappable, and of the members who give generously of their
skills and knowledge to tutor the novice players . We aim for a friendly and
easy group so do not criticise others' play, and friendships can be made and
cemented at the group. But perhaps not strict adherence to every rule in the
book! We recently held a successful and highly enjoyable mid winter lunch at Vidal's Restaurant,
which was attended by all members who could make it.

Poetry Appreciation Group - Jenny Setford, Convener
We have 9 members in our group; but, with one spending some of
the year in Australia, we can fit in three more members.
We meet on the second Monday of each month at 10.00am at 15
Heynes Place, Clive. We start with morning tea and so there is a $1
charge.
We choose a theme for each month and get a variety of poems and
poets plus learning about the poets’ lives. Some of our members have even written their own
poems; but there is no compulsion!
Singing for Fun Group - Ross McLean, Convener.
OK, we might sing alone in the shower, but we have a lot
more fun singing together in Carolyn’s lounge.
As the name suggests, we sing for the pleasure of making
some nice sounds, well mostly.
It’s not onerous and
members get to choose their favorite songs. Carolyn and
others have put a huge effort into producing three booklets
of our favorite songs, with more to come.
We all sit while singing, but that doesn’t mean your lungs don’t get a good workout, one might
sometimes call it aerobic, so it has to be good for you and your spirits.
We sing for an hour every second and fourth Monday of the month at 2pm. New members may
have to wait for a space.
Please contact the Secretary, Trish Loye for further information on any of the groups.

2

U3A Havelock North
August General Meeting and Coffee Morning
To be held at the Havelock North Function Centre
Thursday 24th August at 10.00 am
Our speaker will be

Rex Bartlett
who will give us an entertaining, amusing and informative
talk on his time as a Dentist at our HB Regional Prison.

Come along and enjoy a get together and excellent morning tea.
$10.00 per person payable at the door
Includes morning tea or coffee
Spot raffle prizes for members & guests.

The caterers need numbers attending so if you are coming along
please ring or email our Secretary by Tuesday 22nd August 2017.

.

Trish Loye
Phone: 878 5920
Email: pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz
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Geology Group Report - Norris Kenwright, Convener
Our recent sessions have covered the Sedimentary rocks of Sandstone and Limestone
and their derivatives and the spectacular formations they produce in Nature, Then on to
the economic minerals of coal and oil. Fracking and how natural gas deposits have been
burning for two Thousand years in the Middle East.

Calcite and Travertine
Stalagmites and Stalactites

Limestone Great Pyramid

Sandstone Utah

Underground surveying by sound
ves

Chalk White cliffs of Dover

Natural gas fire

June and July saw us looking at igneous rocks such as Basalt; Seen at the Giant’s
Causeway in Ireland; Andesite (the Andes mountains) ; Granite (the bluestone rocks of
Stonehenge) ; the Rosetta Stone (Diorite) and how they were produced by volcanism
and in magma chambers in the Earth
Rosetta stone

Giants Causeway

Stonehenge

Historic Houses and Gardens - Robyn Holman, Convener
We have had a very successful year so far. Our normal programme is a presentation about a
Historic House & Garden that someone has visited and/or researched from around the world. We
certainly have a well travelled group. But we also had two visits earlier in the year to local homes
(Horonui Homestead & Ashcott House) organised by two members of our group. These proved
very popular too and we are grateful to the owners for making us so welcome. We still have a
long waiting list and as we are constricted by the size of our various homes, we cannot
accommodate any more at this stage.

4

Genealogy Group - Dale Jackson, Convener
We have just about finished the two Genealogy courses for this year.
Everyone has thoroughly enjoyed the journey to start their Family trees. Preparation and
documenting what they have uncovered has proved interesting! Two members even found their
ancestors were in the same Karoro Cemetery in Greymouth.
By showing them the way to start their research, and how to document, and use the free
Genealogy sites will make this topic a valuable tool for the group individually to pursue. Once
they have decided on which free programme to use, and after the Library visit they will all be well
on the way to recording their Family History. (Including the inevitable skeletons!) for future
generations to enjoy.
Media Views - Joyce Browning, Convener
The group continues meeting regularly and we have a vacancy at present. We cover both local NZ
issues and topical overseas news. If anyone would like to join this lively discussion group, please
contact the Secretary, Trish Loye to register your interest.
Travel Group - Pat Burden, Convener
I can’t believe that half the year has already passed. The Travel Group is flourishing and we have
17 members. I feel that we could accommodate a maximum of 20 members, as not everyone
generally attends every meeting, although there are occasions where we have a bit of a tight
squeeze, considering our meetings are held in members’ homes.
The following meetings have been held so far this year, conducted by our own members and
outside speakers.
February - China
March
- Cruise / Drive - South America
April
- Extended travels in Australia
May
- Group - Interesting/funny/unusual/memorable travel experiences
June
- India
In the second half of the year, all months are covered, including talks on England and Israel
We all enjoy our travel meetings, and everyone gels really well, so a good time is had by all!

Our U3A committee vacancies for next year.
We would very much like to have expressions of interest to join our committee for
2018 as I have been advised that one or two of our members will not be standing
for committee next year. In particular we need an assistant for our Treasurer knowledge of Excel and book-keeping would be a requirement for this position.
We also need a general committee member to assist our team. This only takes a
1-2 hours of your time once every two months or so, and to help at the General
Meetings four times a year.
For further information on requirements please contact our Secretary, Trish Loye
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Recent Bereavements
William Athol (Bill) Williams.
It is with sadness that we advise the passing of
Bill who was a past President of U3A Havelock North and a member since 1993.
Condolences have been forwarded to his family.
Elizabeth (Beth) Wallace
Expressions of condolence were passed to the family of Beth and several of our
members attended her funeral. Beth was a member of U3A for 21 years and will be sadly
missed amongst her group members.

Finally, don't forget to register your interest in attending our next
General Meeting at the Havelock North Function Centre on
Thursday 24th August at 10 am.
$10.00 entrance fee to cover morning tea and room hire.
Come along and listen to Rex Bartlett give an amusing talk on his time as a
prison dentist.
Email or telephone Trish to register your attendance.

Our committee for 2017
Ross McLean (President)
Trish Loye (Secretary)
John Tait
(Treasurer)
Bobbi Allen
Joy Palmer
Joan Sye
Jenny Setford

877 7502 ............ross@neptuneproducts.co.nz
878 5920 ............pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz
873 7977 ............johnphyl77@gmail.com
870 0281............ bballen@slingshot.co.nz
870 3951 ........... joy.palmer@xtra.co.nz
876 9380 ............joan.sye@xtra.co.nz
870 1195 ........... swansong@vodafone.co.nz

Havelock North Inc.
P O Box 8475
Havelock North
www.u3ahavelocknorth.com
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