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elcome to our last newsletter for the year, I can't believe 
how quickly 2016 has flown by, Christmas is nearly here 
and we bring you details of our special pre- Christmas 

meeting to be held on Thursday 24th November, 2016. This will 
be a special $15.00 Christmas menu, of which your committee 
have agreed to subsidise by $5.00 so you pay only $10.00 pp. 
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 President:     Ross McLean       877 7502    ross@neptuneproducts.co.nz  
 Secretary:      Trish Loye           878 5920    pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz  
 Treasurer:      John Tait             873 7977    johnphyl77@gmail.com 

Greetings from our President  
 
As we approach the festive season with it’s sometimes hectic 
moments, I think that it’s an appropriate time to pause more than 
once and reflect on all the wonderful contributions that other 
people make to our lives.  And then make a point of thanking 
them. 
Your individual enthusiasm helps ensure that U3A Havelock 
North is in good heart and growing.  Thank you for “spreading 
the good word”. 
Meantime, here’s a saying that I like ..  
 
"Adventure isn't hanging on a rope off the side of a mountain.  Adventure 
is an attitude that we must apply to the day to day obstacles of life - 
facing new challenges, seizing new opportunities, testing our resources 
against the unknown and in the process, discovering our own unique 
potential."   
---John Amatt 
 

I wish you a safe, fulfilling and happy holiday time. 
 

Ross McLean. President, U3A Havelock North 
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Our next General Meeting will be held on Thursday 24th November, 2016 
at the Havelock North Function Centre, Te Mata Road commencing at 10am. 
We are fortunate to have obtained the services of "The Great Wardini" for this 
meeting and below is a short biopsy from him. 
 

 

 

Gareth Ward, a.k.a. The Great Wardini  is a magician, hypnotist, storyteller and 
bookseller. He has worked as a Royal Marine Commando, Police Officer, Evil 
Magician and Zombie. He basically likes jobs where you get to wear really cool hats – 
as writer and compere of Napier City’s inaugural Steampunk murder mystery evening 
he wore a rather splendid bowler.  

Born in the town of Banbury in the UK, he attended the University of York 
where he gained a joint honours degree in Biology and Computer Science. If you want 
your cat reprogrammed, he’s your man. 

He currently resides in Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand where he runs two                     
independent bookshops, Wardini Books and Wardini Books Napier with his wife 
Louise and son Max. With his daughter Alex he has developed a zombie apocalypse 
survival plan and is regularly disappointed when powercuts prove 
not to foreshadow the end of the world. He has a goldfish called 
Luna, a dog called Tonks and is certain his letter from Hogwarts has 
been lost in the post.  

His first novel ,The Sin Chronicles, New Blood, a rip-roaring 
young adult Steampunk adventure, won the 2016 Storylines Tessa 
Duder Award.  

 

Wardini will give a talk with a power point display and also some magic 
thrown in, so we can look forward to an interesting and exciting Christmas 
meeting. 

See our notice on page 5 of your newsletter for all the information on the 
meeting details.  

Don't forget - please telephone or email the Secretary, Trish if you wish to 
attend. Replies needed before the 22nd November. 

**************************************************************** 
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Registrations for 2017 

 

It will soon be time to renew our subscriptions and course fees for 2017. 

With this in mind, I have attached a list of the courses available and 

membership forms for your information. Please make sure you include the 

groups you wish to attend for next year and if you are no longer able to 

participate please let the Secretary know as we do have waiting lists and 

enquiries for all group places. Your co-operation in this respect is most 

appreciated. There will also be an option to pay your fees on-line if you wish, 

see the form for details. 

 

**************************************************************** 

 

We have some new and interesting reports from some of our groups and hope that you will 

enjoy reading about what others have been doing this year. 
 
Cycling Group………. Ross McLean, Convenor 
 
What better location to cycle than Hawke's Bay with all its dedicated cycle ways, running 

through beautiful countryside.  That plus the beneficial exercise sees our group continue to 

grow.  We currently have 37 members with new people coming every month.  We welcome 

more members and can “split” the Group if necessary to accommodate levels of fitness for 

our 12-20km, 1.5-2 hour rides. 

 

Our Group meets at 10am every last Wednesday of the month.  We choose start/finish 

locations where there is a pleasant café and adequate car parking.  

Most folk ride comfortable town or low-tech mountain bikes.  Any old bike 

will do .. as long as the brakes work. 

It is always pleasant to have a chat at the cafes after the ride.  If the weather 

is unsuitable, we still meet for the chat. 

 

 
Singing for Fun................Ross McLean, Convenor 

 

This new Group had the inaugural meeting on Wed 10 Oct 2016. 

  

The Group will meet every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Monday of the month at Carolyn Woon’s house 

110 Duchess Cres, Hastings at 2pm for about one hour.  

To date there are 4 Gentlemen and 5 Ladies, or should that read 4 Guys and 5 Dolls?  I guess 

that depends on the song era.  

Most folk say they would enjoy singing the following .. 

Songs from stage shows 

Songs from movies 

Sea Shanties 

Negro spirituals 

Rock ‘n’ Roll 

Ballads 

Sacred 

BUT my tongue in cheek suggestion of Opera just might be a bit too challenging. 

  

Happy singing .. Ross McLean.    
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Geology Report  October 2016 
 
The Mesozoic Era lasted about 180 million years, and is divided into three periods, the 

Triassic, the Jurassic, and the Cretaceous. The dinosaurs and the mammals appeared during 

the Triassic period, roughly 225 million years ago. Mesozoic means "middle animals," and is 

the time during which the world fauna changed drastically. Dinosaurs, which are perhaps the 

most popular organisms of the Mesozoic, evolved in the Triassic, but were not very diverse 

until the Jurassic. The films “Jurassic World” mainly had dinosaurs from the Cretaceous such 

as “Tyrannosaurus Rex”. Except for birds, dinosaurs became extinct at the end of the 

Cretaceous when a huge asteroid smashed into the Mexican Archipelago and with Extensive 

volcanism in India poisoned the world’s atmosphere. Small mammals survived and led to the 

rise of the mammals and humans 

In rocks we have been looking at Igneous rocks from magma and volcanism, and the 
beautiful Metamorphic rocks produced by heat, pressure and silica rich solutions. 
These rocks are extensively used in building, Art works, Kitchens and decorative 
work. We have a sample a recently found rock called K2 granite-white with brilliant 
blue azurite crystals found at the base of the K2 mountain in the Himalayas.  

 

Note;   Geology will have a delayed start next year . More details later. 

..................................................................Norris Kenwright, Convener, Geology 

************************************************************************************************ 

Topical Topics - with Fay Hanna.  

 Fay would like more members to take part in her discussions on a Friday. If you 
would like to join this discussion group next year please contact the Secretary, Trish 
Loye or include it in your registration for 2017.                                      

 
 

“Tyrannosaurus  Rex ; Early Bird; Mexican Asteroid; Deccan Volcanism India 

Shap Granite;     Molten  Magma;    Labradorite;      K2 Granite 

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/diapsids/dinosaur.html
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U3A Havelock North 
 

Christmas General Meeting 
 

To be held at the Havelock North Function 
Centre 

 
 

Thursday 24th November 2016 at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Our speaker/presenter will be 
 

"The Great Wardini" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
$10.00 p.p. payable at the door 

Includes morning tea  
Spot raffle prizes for members. 

 

The caterers need numbers so if you are coming please 
ring or email our secretary by Tuesday 22nd November  

 
Trish Loye  - Phone 878 5920 or 

 Email:  pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz  
 

mailto:pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz
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NORFOLD ISLAND U3A and NORFOLK ISLAND TRAVEL CENTRE. 
To support travelling to the Island, U3A Norfolk Island teamed with Norfolk Island 
Travel Centre to design and organize excellent value travel packages to help get 
your group there. 
Four dedicated U3A events have been scheduled for 2017- if any of our members 
would like to know more or are travelling to Norfolk Island in the future, please 
contact your Secretary, Trish Loye for further details from the brochure U3A Norfolk 
Island have sent to us. 
Or you can email: jacqui@travelcentre.nf      Free Call NZ - 0800 0088 10 

 

Our committee for 2016 
 
   Ross McLean (President)……877 7502 ……… ross@neptuneproducts.co.nz 
   Trish Loye (Secretary) ……..  878 5920 ………   pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz 
   John Tait (Treasurer)………. 873 7977 ………    johnphyl77@gmail.com 
   Bobby Allen …………………...  870 0281………    bballen@slingshot.co.nz 
   Joy Palmer ............................  870 3951...........  joy.palmer@xtra.co.nz 
   Joan Sye.................................   876 9380..........  joan.sye@xtra.co.nz 
   David Ward………………………877 7518 ………   dave_ward@clear.net.nz 

   Jenny Setford…………………… 870 1195……….   swansong@vodafone.co.nz 
  

 

 
On behalf of the President and Committee we wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Havelock North Inc.              
PO Box 8475  
Havelock North 4157 
www.u3ahavelocknorth.com 
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