
A Light Table or Lightbox 

A light tablet is a viewing device that is used to review photographic film , slides or 
artwork placed on top of it., it provides even illumination of the subject from below 
through a translucent cover and LED’s that emit little heat. Originally they were large 
and used Fluorescent tubes. Used in hospitals for viewing X-Rays 

They were also used to view sheets of tracings, architecture or films on their work 
surface to easily view or trace them while being comfortably seated on an office chair 
but others are small to be used on a small table 

They are now mainly used in the trades of graphics to trace designs, especially in the 
world of cartoon or comics. Another use is for example to 
review film negatives, slides or any kind artwork that can be placed on top of a table . 

I came across them as small A4 sized tablets in my continuing search of better ways to 
transform my slides and negatives into JPEGs for printing 

Here is a description of one:-  

The Light Tablet is the perfect tool for artists seeking to hone their drawing skills! Whether 

they are tracing a photograph or works of art created by the old masters, artists will 

not miss a single detail with the vivid, LED illumination that is offered by these light 

tablets.  Use these light tablets for hours, as they never get hot to the touch and their LED 

lighting system guarantees over 30,000 hours of brilliant lighting, across the entire surface  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I looked for a model that was relatively cheap on 

EBay. You can buy them on Trade Me also  

(Search for LCD Light tablet drawing table) 

My Light tablet came today and it is only 0.4 cm thick. 

I tried it out. It has three light settings. It plugs into the computer or a USB plug in 

the mains. Cost $23 NZ .  https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/marketplace/art/art-

supplies-equipment/easels-drawing-boards/listing/4854236255  

First of all you need a diffuser to spread the light from the LED’s which provide the 

light.   I made a frame covered with tracing Paper from Warehouse stationery to put 

over the screen. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Table_(furniture)
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/marketplace/art/art-supplies-equipment/easels-drawing-boards/listing/4854236255
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/marketplace/art/art-supplies-equipment/easels-drawing-boards/listing/4854236255


Place your sides or negatives on the tracing paper as 

a diffuser to photograph.  

Set your camera on Macro or as close up so you can. 

Photograph the slide or negative about 1 cm from it. 

Keep your camera still so as not to cause shake. 

(Minimum speed is about 1/40 sec)  

 

 

When you have the images download them 
onto your computer or laptop etc. and use a 
photo editor such as Paint.Net, Photoshop 
Elements or Irfanview to turn these images 
into photos using the program’s toolbox. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A result from using it on a 1965 35 mm slide of Diane        cropped and tidied up. 

 


