Converting slides and negatives to_Jpegs A Light box

Many people have coloured slides and negatives (also black and white) that they wish to convert to
Jpegs. | had a Canon scanner 12 years ago when | had Windows XP. It was expensive and each
scan was slow and didn’t produce a really good jpeg of a large file size; also it won’t work on
Windows 7. There are cheaper scanners now on EBay but of questionable quality and speed.

Since the cost of having slides converted by a lab is expensive | researched what others had done
and then devised a method of my own.

The main components are a cardboard box (An A4 Paper box), a light source; which after several
experiment found that a White daylight 10.5W (1055 lumen) or 11 W LED bulb was suitable (Cost
from Mitre 10 about $10); a white ice cream container (eat the ice cream first) and a good camera
which has Macro capability or cell phone to focus down to 1 cm. For large negatives | cut out a larger
hole in the top and taped the side of the ice cream container over it. The negatives and slides were
put on this to photograph,
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On one side of the box | cut a
hole to accommodate a 35mm
slide which accepts the slide
from above.

On another side | made a
negative slide holder where a
strip of negatives can be pulled
through and they pass in front
of a 35 mm opening

To illuminate the slides from
behind the LED bulb is in a
batten fitting (Mitre10) and
screwed to a wooden base.

Because the bulb is powerful
its light must be diffused to
illuminate the slides evenly. |
tried several diffusers such as
tracing paper and plastic and
found the most suitable one
was a white ice cream
container. (Eat the ice-cream
first). The light source and
container can be moved to
illuminate slide or negative.




This is the symbol for “Macro” in cameras

| set the camera on the 8 Mega Pixel setting and on automatic

Make sure that it is on the Macro function (Looks like a tulip)

When you have the slide in position, bring it towards the slide and
when about 1 cm away you have a good view of the subject on the 3
inch screen. Half press the shutter button to complete the focussing
and with a steady hand complete the process. | find | can process
several slides a minute. You can also use a cell phone with good results

Then switch off the camera and connect to the computer with the camera lead. Download the
pictures into a folder. (Check they are all downloaded and if so you can delete them from the
camera memory card). Disconnect the camera from the computer.

Now the images can be processed with a photo editor

For negatives you will need an editor with an invert function.

| have found that Phoxo, Paint.Net, Photoshop Elements and Irfanview are very good at
editing.
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