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Greetings everyone. 
November is here and it is a wonderful spring day with my Sweet peas, Roses, Gazanias, Iris, 
Lilies and petunias all in flower which I appreciate for I am a keen gardener. Yesterday was 
equally lovely and I was able to test fly my new Aircraft designs. But as I just heard on the 
radio people are starting to look forward to Christmas, the celebrations, Santa Claus for the 
children and catching up with family and friends. We all have memories of a fabulous 
Christmas in the past. We of course, have our exciting Christmas meeting on the 20th 
November and as usual we will have a spectacular celebration. It also marks my final 
Christmas event as your President for I am coming to the end of my three year tenure and we 
will look forward to a new President in the New Year. 
Recently we had a morning tea to thank all the co-ordinators and helpers who have done so 
much to keep our groups and activities going over the years. They are the backbone of our 
U3A. They are wonderful by freely giving their time and preparation to make our U3A the best 
in the region. Our membership still continues to grow with now 305 paid up members which 
goes against the trend of many clubs and societies. 
A special thanks to our committee who have worked so well together to make my position of 
President so much easier. Trish, Margaret, Gabrielle, Eileen, Chris and Ian Brown & Chris King 
who joined us from the successful merger of SeniorNet and our U3A have all been exceptional 
as have previous members over the last three years. The new President will have so much 
expertise and support. 
When my family came to New Zealand 50 years ago from a grim Northern town we were met 
with a beautiful country and immediate friendship from all around us. It is this friendship that 
makes N.Z. special. This is the model of what our U3A is about. Friendship to our older 
generation who have seen family and friends who have moved away and sadly passed away. 
We are there for them. If there is one thing that I can finally ask of you is to continue this 
kindness and support. Visiting people, forming groups just to talk of past times, family, school 
days, holidays makes people feel wanted.  
Best Wishes to you all.  

Norris Kenwright President (2023 -  2025) 

 

 President:    Norris Kenwright 877 8412              rita-norris@xtra.co.nz 
 Secretary:    Trish Loye           878 5920           pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz  
 Treasurer:   Gabrielle Saxon     u3atreasurerhavelocknorth@gmail.com             
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Our Christmas General Meeting will be held on Thursday 20th November, 2025 
at the Havelock North Function Centre, Te Mata Road, Havelock North 

commencing at 10am. 
Come along and enjoy a morning of entertainment provided by our own group 

activities and even a fun quiz. 
As usual there will be an excellent Xmas themed morning tea provided by Pure 

Caterers which is highly subsidised by your committee for 
this occasion. 

 
Members - $10.00 per person as you enter. 

Note: payment is by CASH only 
 

Please advise Trish by 18th November if you wish to 
attend. 

 

Please Note: If you find you are unable to attend once registered, PLEASE 
advise Trish by Wednesday night or before 8.30am Thursday morning so as 
we can adjust the numbers with the caterers. It is very difficult when we find 
that we could be 10 or 12 short of numbers catered for and payment is still 
required. Failure to advise may result in you being invoiced for full 
attendance amount to compensate for the short fall from our funds. Thank 
you for your co-operation. 

 
It will soon be time to renew our subscriptions and course fees for 2026 to 
secure places in your chosen groups and register for new groups as well. 
 
With this in mind, I have attached a list of the courses available and 
membership forms.  
For those that wish to pay their subs at the Xmas meeting on the 20th 
November please have your subscription payment and form separate to your 
$10.00 morning tea fee.  
We will have a separate table set up for these. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 
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U3A Havelock North 
 

Christmas General Meeting 
 

To be held at the Havelock North Function Centre,  
Te Mata Rd, Havelock North 

 
Thursday 20th November 2025 at 10.00 a.m. 

 

Come along and enjoy a special presentation of Xmas 
activities from our Shakespeare Group, Poetry group 

and a fun Xmas Quiz with prizes for the winning table.   
Finale of Xmas carols from our own Singing Group that 

you can join in and sing along to the music. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

$10.00 p.p. cash - payable at the door 
(this has been subsidised by $6.00 from  your committee for your 

benefit as a U3A Member) 

 
Includes special Xmas morning tea  

Spot raffle prizes and a fun quiz for attendees. 
 

Please do let Trish Loye know before 18th November if 
you are coming along as we need the numbers for our 

caterers.  Thank you.  
 

Phone 878 5920  
 

 Email:  pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz  
 

 Special Note:  If you have any special dietary requirements e.g.: 
gluten free, please let Trish know with your acceptance reply 
and we will try to make your request available. Thank you. 

mailto:pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz
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Reports and Items from some of our groups: 

Discussion Group – Convener, John Warren 
The group has existed for quite a number of years. Meetings are held once a 
month taking turns at members’ homes.  Members host meetings at their 
residence approximately once a year. 
The first part of the meeting consists of each member discussing a topic of 
their choice followed by group discussion for a short period of time.  
The host then provides refreshments, and the balance of the meeting is 
general discussion usually based on one or more of the topics that arise in the 
first session 
The meetings are often quite lively discussing current topics. For various 
reasons some members have been unable to attend 
recently, and we would welcome new members.  
We think you would find participation beneficial to hear 
different perspectives on current issues. 
We look forward to welcoming new members to the 
group. 
 
Geology Group 
This group runs as an attachment to the “Hawkes Bay Gem and Lapidary Club”. 
The meetings are held on the second Monday of the Month at 7.30 pm at St. 
Francis Church Hall, Clive. There is a very good attendance of both men and 
women to view the latest acquisitions and carvings by members which are 
quite spectacular. No specialist knowledge is needed just an interest to see the 
rocks, minerals and fossils of the world. Once a month members can join a 
group to search local rivers for specimens. There is a raffle for donated 
specimens and a free cup and tea. Contact Norris Kenwright for more details – 
Ph: 877 8412 

 

Genealogy Workshop – Havelock North – Gillian Allison 
 
Our group has grown over the last six months with much enthusiasm amongst our happy 
band of family historians. This year, one of our goals is to choose one Ancestor a month to 
write about, with the hope of producing a spiral-bound booklet of family stories by the end 
of the year. This, in turn, teaches the skills of finding records and information about our 
family history, not only the documents of Birth, Death, and Marriage, but also the social 
history of our people and places during their lifetimes. As we meet at the Arohanui Church 
in Middle Road, Havelock North, we always have room for more, so do come along and join 
in the fun. 
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Writing for Fun 2 – Diane Sandbrook 
 
This group meets officially on the second Thursday of each month at 10 am at the 
Havelock North library in one of their side rooms. A session typically runs for 1 -2 
hours depending on the numbers attending. 
Unofficially we also generally meet again on the fourth Thursday of the month at the 
request of the regular attendees.  
Each person in the group presents a small piece of writing ranging in size from a 
paragraph to a short story and invites discussion on any aspect of the writing. 
If someone doesn't like to read out loud we have others who happily read for them. 
Group feedback is very much designed to give everyone, no matter where they are 
in their writing journey, suggestions on editing or possible next steps in their writing. 
Attendees sometimes come without a new piece to share but still wanting to attend 
the session. We all understand when life gets in the way! 
Generally we have a core group of 4-5 who attend almost every session and 2-3 
others who come and go as they can manage it.  
People write pieces of fiction, memoir, family stories, and creative non-fiction with the 
occasional piece of poetry.  
 
We have a couple of people who have published work but the majority are very 
much new or amateur writers who enjoy the creativity of writing and are not 
necessarily aiming to publish their work. 
New members are always welcome.  

 
 
U3A Committee 2026 

As I mentioned in the President’s Report, my three year 
tenure will end with the election of the new committee in 
February 2026. We have an excellent supportive 
committee who share the work and with the exception of 
one committee member who has work commitments, I am 
pleased to say that they will put their names forward for 
2026. But we would welcome two new general members to 
join us. The main work would be in the helping at the 

quarterly meetings and learning about what other roles they may wish to undertake 
one day.  
 
As far as the President is concerned, perhaps some 
people would think this difficult. Not so, they preside 
at about 8 committee meeting a year and introduce 
the quarterly meetings. The latter format can change 
to the satisfaction of the President. It can be as 
simple as She or He wishes. Committee members 
can take sections of the meeting, the projection of 
items on the screen can be done by another member 
and I will always be there to help. We will make the 
position as comfortable as possible. Presidents in the past have had their own style 
and so they should. We have two more committee meetings before the AGM and 
anyone who wishes to see what happens can come to those meetings. If you do 
wish to think about being a committee member please contact Trish Loye our 
secretary at 8785920. 
Norris K. 
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If you or any of your friends would like to join one of our groups please contact 
the Secretary, Trish Loye by phone: 878 5920  or email: 
pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz for further information. Thank you. 
 
We welcome ideas and suggestions for new groups and can provide help in 
setting this up for you. Compiling email lists etc. 
Group suggestions??  A walking group – there are many pleasant and easy 
walking areas around Havelock North and Hastings. 
Something new – Are you or your neighbours and friends a bit housebound 
now due to health conditions and feel lonely. We could collate an Email group 
of friends for weekly/fortnightly chat and news between each other in the 
manner of the old time pen pals. One of our committee can help set this up for 
you with ideas and tips. Contact Trish to discuss any suggestions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee for 2025 
 
   Norris Kenwright (President) 877 8412 ………..rita-norris@xtra.co.nz   
   Trish Loye (Secretary)              878 5920 ………. pals.bkh@nowmail.co.nz 
   Gabrielle Saxon (Treasurer)0274255957………..u3atreasurerhavelocknorth@gmail.com  
   Ian Brown                               021 655288 ………..iwbrown0344@gmail.com 
   Margaret Buckley                       844 6393…………gmbuckley@xtra.co.nz 
   Eileen Harris                               870 1649 ............eileenequest@gmail.com 
   Chris King                                    877 6659 ………..lightking@xtra.co.nz 
   Chris Phillips                         0276669692…………chrismphillips@hotmail.com 

 

On behalf of the President and Committee we wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
 

 
 
Havelock North Inc.              
PO Box 8475  
Havelock North 4157 
www.u3ahavelocknorth.com 

Our Sympathy and Condolences to 

family and friends of 

Brian Ouseley who passed away on  

3
rd

 November 2025. 

Brian has been a member since 2017 
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